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COMMONWEALTH 


OMBUDSMAN 


Our ref: PID-N-2020-30005 / PID-2020-400006 
6 November 2020 


Ms Kate McMullan 
Director, Integrity 
Australian Public Service Commission 


By email to: sia 
Copy to: PID@apsc.gov.au 


Dear Ms McMullan 
Request for an extension of time 


| am writing in response to your request for an extension of 30 days for the Australian Public Service 
Commission (APSC) to complete its investigation of a public interest disclosure (PID). 


Our Office allocated the PID to the APSC on 11 May 2020 and, following one previous extension, the 
investigation is currently due to be completed on 9 November 2020. 


| have decided under section 52 of the Public Interest Disclosure Act 2013 (PID Act) to approve your 
extension request. The new date to finalise the matter is 9 December 2020. | have made this decision 
on the basis that: 


e you have gathered the information you need to make findings, considered that information, 
and commenced drafting the investigation report 

e the investigation has advanced to its final stages, and the additional time requested is 
necessary to ensure that procedural fairness can be afforded before your report is finalised. 


While | have also considered the views expressed by the discloser in their emails of 1 November, 
2 November and 4 November 2020, on balance | am satisfied that the additional time requested is 
reasonably necessary to ensure that this PID is properly investigated. 


If your investigation has not concluded with a report by 9 December 2020, you will need to submit an 
additional extension request to our Office. 


Please note that the PID Act also requires an agency to inform the discloser of the progress of an 


investigation as soon as reasonably practicable after the Ombudsman has granted an extension. 
| have advised the discloser separately of my extension decision. 
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If you would like to discuss my decision, you can contact me on RSME or by email to 


Yours sincerely 


By email 


Public Interest Disclosure and Major Investigations Team 


Influencing systemic improvement in public administration 


